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Who in the United States Congress supports American
sovereignty? Who wants to give away America’s sovereignty?
The votes of Members of Congress tell the real story of what
they are doing. Informing the public about their votes: That’s

the purpose of this Americans for Sovereignty 2009
Congressional Scorecard.
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INTRODUCTION
The Americans for Sovereignty   2009 Congressional Scorecard is the only rating of its

kind. It is based upon a detailed survey of the roll call votes in the United States Senate and the
United States House of Representatives in the 111th Congress, First Session (2009). Out of
the hundreds of votes, Americans for Sovereignty   has selected nine votes in the U.S. Senate
and nine votes in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Each vote impacts American sovereignty and lets you know how your Member of
Congress actually votes. This is the only such Congressional scorecard on sovereignty votes of
which AFS is aware. Once again this year, there are both a rating for each Member of Congress
for 2009 and for each Member’s lifetime score. This gives you the opportunity to judge for
yourself where your Congressman and Senators stand.

In order to draw crucial distinctions between Congressmen and Senators, most
unanimous and nearly unanimous votes cast in the Congress have not been included. Instead the
focus of the survey is on crucial issues that required Congressmen or Senators to cast a vote
either for or against American sovereignty and where there was some disagreement. In both the
Senate and House, votes were chosen that deal with issues involving the United Nations and its
efforts to assert authority over the United States.  Other votes on the protection of American
sovereignty involved radical nominations of President Obama that would seriously harm
American sovereignty, a strong defense to protect American sovereignty, procedural votes
that impact American sovereignty, and funding of various international bodies and programs
that wastes taxpayers’ money and harms American sovereignty.

The votes in the Senate and House are, of course, different, but the votes selected in
each branch of Congress are those that show how the Senator or Congressman acts on issues of
American sovereignty. Detailed explanations  are provided of the specific votes selected and
why Americans for Sovereignty has included each vote in the Sovereignty Scorecard. The
percentage ratings are based on the actual votes cast by each Member of Congress. A 100%
score means that a Member of Congress has voted in support of American sovereignty on each
of the votes chosen where he or she voted.  A 0% means that person did not vote even once for
the protection of American sovereignty.  A vote in favor of American sovereignty is designated
by a ( + ) and a vote against American sovereignty is designated by a ( - ).  An NV indicates the
person did not vote on that issue.

Americans for Sovereignty   shall continue to monitor and publicize the votes in the
U.S. Congress so that the public will be aware of how Members of Congress actually vote.
Actual votes show which Members of Congress are most responsible for either protecting or
sacrificing American sovereignty. Please let your Congressman and Senators know what you
think of their votes.
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AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY
111th Congress 1st Session, House Vote Explanations

1. H.R. 1105 (Roll Call Vote 86), February 25, 2009  In the Omnibus Appropriations act of 
2009, many multilateral organizations were provided with unprecedented levels of funding.  
A vote for this bill is a vote for transnationalism and against American sovereignty. The bill 
passed by a 245-178 vote.

2. H.R. 2410 (Roll Call Vote 328), June 10, 2009  This was a vote on passage of the State 
Department Authorization bill. Included was increased funding for the State Department and 
for various aspects of international organizations like the United Nations. A vote against it 
was a vote for our  nation’s interests. The bill passed by a 235-187 vote.

3. Amendment to H.R. 2647  (Roll Call Vote 455), June 25, 2009 Congressman Trent 
Franks (R-AZ) offered this amendment to continue missile defense testing and restore 
funding for it. The Obama Administration is cutting back development of this program that 
began under President Reagan. With more countries including North Korea and Iran 
developing long-range ballistic missiles, the importance of missile defense as part of our 
national defense continues. A vote for this amendment is a vote to keep America protected 
and safe. The amendment failed by a vote of 171-244..

4. Amendment to H.R. 3081 (Roll Call Vote 520), July 9, 2009  Congressman John 
Culberson (R-TX) offered this amendment to the State Department Appropriations bill to 
reduce the huge increase sought by the Obama Administration in foreign aid and assistance 
to international organizations. The bill included funding for new bureaucracies that had not 
even been authorized by Congress. A vote for this amendment is a vote for spending less of 
the taxpayers’ money on foreign aid and international organizations and for American 
sovereignty. The amendment failed by a vote of 174-256.

5. H.R. 3081  (Roll Call Vote 525), July 9, 2009   This is the vote on final passage of the State
Department Appropriations bill that increased significantly funds available to it and 
international organizations that do not promote American interests and values. A vote against
this bill sends a message to the State Department and the whole Obama Administration that 
American sovereignty is important. The bill passed by a vote of 318-106.

6. Motion to recommit H.R. 3326 (Roll Call Vote 674) July 30, 2009 Congressman Rodney 
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) presented a motion to recommit the Defense Appropriations bill so 
that more F-22 fighter planes would be built and to make sure there was enough money in 
the Army accounts to pay for additional soldiers. A strong national defense is vital for 
American sovereignty. A strong Air Force with enough fighters is an important part of that.  
A vote for the motion to recommit is a vote for a strong national defense. The motion failed 
by a vote of 169-261.

7. On Agreeing to the Conference Report, H.R. 2647 (Roll Call Vote 770) October 8, 2009
This was a vote on the Conference Report for the Department of Defense authorization. The 

R



Obama Administration had refused to provide either the shipbuilding plan or aviation plan 
that it is required to do by law. In addition, the liberals in Congress and the Obama 
Administration included a so-called “hate crimes” bill in the Defense Department 
Authorization that has nothing to do with our nation’s defenses. A vote for to this 
Conference Report is a vote to potentially endanger our troops and damage our sovereignty. 
The report was agreed to by a vote of 281-146.

8. Motion to recommit with instruction, H.R. 2892 (Roll Call Vote 783), October 15, 2009
Congressman Hal Rogers (R-KY) moved to recommit the conference report for the 
Homeland Security Appropriations bill with instructions to prohibit any language allowing 
suspected terrorists held at Guantanamo Bay to be brought to the United States for 
prosecution or incarceration. Allowing such detainees into the country only gives the 
terrorists rights and a forum to spread their hatred of the U.S. A vote to prevent suspected 
terrorists from arriving in the United States is a vote for sovereignty. The motion failed by a 
vote of 193-224.

9. On agreeing to the resolution, H. Res 976 (Roll Call Vote 983), December 16, 2009    
The majority in Congress were unable to finish all the appropriations bill for the next fiscal 
year. As a result, they put together a massive bill that included defense, a new so-called 
stimulus package, an increase in the national debt limit, a provision to allow the 
Appropriations Chairman to put in, after the bill is passed, a list of earmarks that no one has 
seen, and more. The defense  portion of this bill had problems as explained in vote 7 above. 
The other provisions made a bad defense bill worse. A vote against this resolution that 
allows the bill to come to the floor is a vote for American sovereignty. The resolution passed
by a vote 228-201.



problem to be called what it is and for the problem to be attacked from its core. As this 
rouge state poses a serious threat to this country, it is a pro-sovereignty vote to vote for this 
amendment. The amendment failed by a vote of 43-54.

8. Nomination PN506 (Roll Call Vote 262), August 6, 2009 Nomination of Sonia Sotomayor 
to the Supreme Court. She has the view, in her own words, “decisions of foreign courts can 
be a source of ideas informing our understanding of our own constitutional rights.” In other 
words, she would let foreign laws help determine what our Constitution means. This is a 
blow to American sovereignty. A vote for her nomination is a vote against American 
Sovereignty. Her nomination passed by a vote of 68-31.

9. Table Motion for S.Amdt.2630 to H.R.2847 (Roll Call Vote 316), October 7, 2009  
Senator David Vitter (R-LA) proposed an amendment that would require so-called 
“sanctuary cities” not to interfere with local law enforcement agencies in regards to reporting
illegal aliens to the INS. These “Sanctuary Cities” have laws in place that prevent law 
enforcement from reporting the citizenship status of criminals. A vote to table this 
amendment is a vote against American sovereignty. The motion to table passed by a vote of 
61-38.
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